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I fafures of a Single LIFE, 

OR, 

T^ff Miferies df Matrimony , 

OccafiooaUy Writ ufioii'tbe many DIVORCES 

lately Granted by Farliainent. 

WEdlbck, oh I Curs'd uncomfortable State, 
Caure of my Woes, and Ob)ed: of my hate, 
How blefs'd was I ? Ah, onCc how happy me ? 
When I from tbofe uneafie Bonds were free ^ 
How calm toy Jby s? How peaceful was my Brealt, 
Till with^'thy fatal Cares too foon oppreft. 
The World feemM Paradice, fo blefs'd the Soil 
Wherein I liv'd, ttet B^ulincfs W«sno Toil; 
Life j^sja Comfort^ which produc'd each day 
Kdw Joys, that itill preferv^ me from decay, : 
Thus Heav'n fifft lannch'd itielnto pacifick Seas, 
WJjere free from Storms 1 mov'd with gentle Breeze j 

MySins'pfopofcrsirdrandTHyVeftfe^ ; 

Coafting in Fleafures-Bay I Itcer'd aright, S 

BallacM with trueContent,ah4 fraighted with delight^ 

Books my CcThipahibns Were wherein T found 
Needful Advice, withoul a noifey Sound, 
But was with friendly pleafing filence taught, 
Wifdom's beft RuleSj-to-frudifymy Thought, 
Rais'dr^p-pur Sage Fore-fajbers from the 4ead, 
And Vlien Lplcas^v inVbkM them to my Aid, 
Who at my Study-Bar without a Fee would plead : 
Wbilft+ehtef^JTifHccla^ heard" all their Sutes,' 
And gatevmy Jcft^meht on their learn 'd Difputes j 
SrrDvnxrdetennine-ey'ry Gaufc aright, 
AndfOr Jny P^ips found- Profit and Delight, • 
Freetrom partiality i I feared no blame, 
Dcfir'd noBrib'ry, and deferv'd no Shame, Bu, 



ut like an upright .Ju4€e, grud^'4 no ,Expencc ; 
f time, to fathom. Truth with Diligence, 
eading by Day, Contemplating by Night, , * . 
illConfcience told me that I judgM.aright, . 
hen to ray Paper-World I'd haverecourfe, 
nd by my Maps' rim o'er the Uaiverfci 
lil round theGlobe^aii^ touch at every Port,' 
irvey thofe Shoars where Men untam'd refort, , 
lew. the old Regions where the JPfr/2<» Lord 
aught Woodcn.Deities filft to be Ador'd^ 
nfnarM at laft to Sap\ifice his hif^ 
b the bafePride of an Adult'rotts JA^ife, 
nd whcte the Grecian Youth to Arrps.Linr'd, , . 
he hungry Soil with Perjian^lood maaur'd, 
/here bold Bufephilnf brutal ConducT: lliow'd, 
he force of monftrowis Elephants withftood, 
nd with bis Rider waded through a putple Floqd. 
Then would I next the Moman Field jQjr vey, 
/here brave F^briciw yNith his Army lay: 
am'd for hi? Valour, from Corruption free, ; 
fade up of Courage and' Humility, 
hat when Encamped the.good M^n Jowly beJit, 
ook'd his own. Cabbage in his homely Tent: 
nd when the Samnhes feat a Golden- 3um, 
b tempt hin»to betray his CQMQ,t^v^ Rome^ 
heDrofsfaefcojffingiy return'd untold, 
nd anfwer'd with a Look ferenely bold,- Gold ; 
hat Romm Sprouts wouldboil without their Grtcian 
hen eat his Cale- worts for his Meal deSgn'd, 
nd beat the QreciAnkxta^ when he'd din'd. 
Thus wou'd I, range^ the World frorp Pole to Pole^ 
oencreafc my Knowledge, and delight my' Soulj . 
ravel all Nations, and inform my SenGei 
^ith eafe and Safety, at a fmall Expence; 
o Storms to plough,. no Paflengers Sams to pay, 
o Horfe to hire, or Guicje to flio w the way, 
o Alp to climb, no Defarts here to pafs, 
o Ambufcades, no Thic^ to give me chalif, 
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C 4 } 
No Bear to dread, orrav'notis Wolf to fight, 
No Flies to fting, ;io Rattle Snakes to bite -; 
No Floods to fordy no Hurricansto fear-. 
No dreadful Thunder to furprize the Ear 5 - 
No Winds to fifee2b, no to Ban icorch or fry. 
No Tbirft, or .Hunger, acnd Relief not nigh. 
All thefe Fatigues and Mifcbiefs could 1 fliun i^ 
Reft when I pleas'd, and when I plcafe Jog on j^ 
And travel through both Imdeiin an Afternoon. 

When the Day thus far pleafingly was Ipent, 
And every Hour admin'ftred Content, ' 
Then would I range the Fields, and flow'ry iWcads, 
Where Nature her exuberant Bounty Ipreads, 
In whofedelightftil Produflts does appear 
Inimitable Beauty ev'ry where ; > 
Contemplate on each Plant, and ufeful WcedP, 
And how its.Form firft lay involved in Seed, 
How they're prefer v'd by Providential Care, 
For what deiign'd, and what their Virtues arc. 
Thus to my Mind by dint of Reafon prove, 
That all below isow'd to Heaven above, ' 
Andtbtt no Earthly Temporals can be,' 
But v^hatmuft Center in Eternity. 
Then gaze aloft, whence all things had their Birth 
And mount my prying SouPtwJxt Heaven and Ea 
Thus the fweet Harmony o'th' whole admire, 
And by .due Search new Learning fttll acquire. 
So nearer ev'ry day to Truths Divine afpire- 

Whentir'd with thought, thcnfrora my Pocketplt 
Some friendly dear Companfon of a Book, 
Whofe homely Calves-skin fences did contain 
> The Verbal Tr^^fore of fome Old good Man :■ 
Made bylongftudyand experience wife, 
' Whofdpiercing thoughts to Heavenly knowledge 
Amongft whofe Pious Reliques^ I would find, 
Rules tor my Life^ Rich Banquets for my mind. 
Such pleafing Ncftar, fuch Eternal Food, 
That well digeffed, makes a M^n a God ; . 



(s) 

end foi: hisiiie at the fame time prepam 

►n Earth a Heav'n in li>igbt of worldly Cares, 

"he day in tbcfe Enjoyments woald.I fpcnd, 

ut chafe at Night my Bottle and my Friend, 

ook priident care that neither were abus'd^ 

Dt i¥itb due Moderation both I usM. 

.nd in one fober Pint found more delight, 

han the inlatiat Sot that fmlls all Night ; 

le'er drown my Senfcs, or my Soul dcbafe, 

r drink beyond th^ relilh of my bk& 

or in Excefs good Heaf 'ns dcfign h Croft, 

k all Extreams the true Enjoyments loft, 

/ine chears the Heart, and elevatesthe Soul, 

ut if we furfeit With too large a Bowl, 

/anting true Aim we th' happy Mark o'er Shoot, 

nd change the Heavenly Image to ;i Brute* ' 

> the great Gwi4nrf ho the Worljl fubdu'd;, 

Jid drown'd whole Nations in a Sea of Blood ; 

t laft was ConquerM by the Power of Wine, 

nd dy'd a Drunken Vidim to the Vine. 

[y Friend, and I, when o'er our Bottle fat, 

ix'd with each Glafs fbme ino^nfive Chat, 

alk'd of the World's Affairs, bat ftiU kept free '■ 

rom Paffion, Zeal, or Partiality ; 

^ith honeft freedom did our thoughts difpenfe, 

nd judg'd of all things with indirerence; 

in time at laft did our Delights invade, 

ndin duefea&n feparation made, 

hen without Envy, Difcord or Deceit, 

irt like true Friends as loving as we meet. 

be Tavern change to a donoeftick fbene, 

hat fw^t Retirment, thq' it's ne'er fo mean. 

tius leave each other in a Cheerful Plight, 

' enjoy the filedt Plcafures of the Night, 

^hen home return'd, my Thanks to Heaven pay, 

ir all the paft kind BlelEng of the Day *, 

haughty Help-mate to my Peace moleft^ 

D trea(:herous Snake to harbour in my Breaft; 



an 

Nofawniog Miftr,elfof theFcWatei Art, Hi' 
With Judiu, Kiffcs to betray my He»rt j, , 
No light tail'd Hypocrite to raife my Fears, 
No Tile Impert'oeflGcito. torment my Ears v . 
Jso molted OS^ri^-to diftarb my^ Tfipidght^ : -» 
In Wedlock bprn \^atQ — d JcajOw^- where begp^tj 
No luftful i^TAfj^V^ to. require - ij- 
Whole Troojp$i>f: Jrfga to feed her. Brutal Firt ?' 
No Family Cares {ny: i^uict todiflriir^ j. ' r. • . 
No Hcad-ftrong lijAjti^ttrs^to aliVag^ or Curb*. 
No jaring Servant^, ? i|0 Domeftick ftrife, :• : ; 
No Jilt, no TtfrmagflftCi qO RaitWefeiWife^:.. , . I 
With ViqtgflR oc :QgiK JO fo^Frr^c t)H««r. Uife- 

Thus freed fronv^aS jthatcouldf^y JMiAd a'90oy-. 
Alone my felfi I did.tny lelf er>joy/: . : . :* . 
When Nature csU-d^ ^ Maid me: down to reft, /; » . ., . 
With a fouttd Biidy!,. OTCl a peactftil^Breaft v : ^ 
Hours cf Repofewicb iCpnftancy IM^U :J ' 

And Guarc}iainAiigQl^iMitchUQeie,a^.l0ept$ . 
In lively Dream^f^'if^ngiaa na^ti. ; : . : 
The Pleafurfs.off itiaieilnft.prQjedetifc dny,. . ., 
Thus whilftl fingl^riUv'dv did I poCefs , . j 

By Day .and Nipfiiwi<l&nt Haf^pincft, - i 

Content enjoy 'd awa>:!d^.ajld ikeping^fotfnd no^Jcfs. 

But tteCors'd; Fiend. from HelVs dire Regions fen 
Ranging the World X0 Man's D^ftTddipn' bent. 
Who with an BnviotiS' PHde behoMfi^&g me, 
Advanced by Virtue W Felicily, ; - > 
Refolv'd hisowtifitarijal: wretche;2? fta^te., 
^hould be in part rev^jng'd by my ftd.Fate j 
And foat once my happy Life betray 
Flung Womaq, Eaithiefe Woman in my way ? ; 
Beauty Ihe had, a- ftcloting Modefl Mein^ i 

All Charms without^ bdl Devil aril tvltthw},, . \ 

Which did not yet appear, but lurk'dialas unfccn. ^ 
A fair Comple^on far exceeding P4int^ 
Black fleepy Eyes that wou'd haycGhatfm'd a Saint 5 
Her Lips. To foft and fweet, that ev'ry Kif3, 
imn'd a fliort Taft of the Eternal Plifsi P 



3:eT let of Teeth fo Regular and White; . 
rhey'd fliow .their Luftrein the darkeft Night; 
lound h^r Serapbick Face fo fair and young, 
icr Sable Hair in carelefs DreiTes hung, 
kVhich added to her beauteous Features, Ihow'd 
Like fonre fair Angel peeping through a Cloud ?^ 
■ier Breafts, her Hands, and every Charm fo bright, 
Jhe feem'd a Sun by Day, a Moon by Night ; 
aer Ihape fo ravilhing, that every Part, 
?ropartion'd was to the niccft Rules of Art : 
>o awful was her Carriage whon fbe mov'd, 
ISIone could behold her, but he feard and lov^d. 
She danc'd well, fung well, finely plaid the Lute, 
Was always witty in her Words, or Mute i 
Obliging, not referv'd, nor yet too free, 
But as a Maid divinely blefs'dJhould be j 
Not vainly gay, but decent in Attire, 
Sh^feem'd fo good, Qie could no more acquire 
Of Heaven, than what ftehad, SM^n no more defire: 
Fortune, like God and Nature too was kind,. 
And to thefe Gifts a copious Sum had joyn'd. 
Who could the power of £uch Temptations ftun. 
What frozen Synick from her Charms could run . . 
What CloifterM Monk could fee a Face fo bright, 
But quit his Beads and follow Beauty's Light, 
And ItsLuftre hope to Ihun Eternal Night. 
I fo bewitch'd, arid poyfon'd with her Charms, 
Believ'd the utmoft Heaven was in her Arms, 
Methoughts the Goodaefs, in her Eyes I fee. 
Spoke her the OfF-fpring of fomc Deity, 
Now Books and Walks, would no content afford. 
She was the only Good to be Ador'd. 
la her fair Looks alone delight I found. 
Love's raging Storms all other Joys had drown'd.. 
By Beauty's IgnwfAtuus led aftray, 
Bound for Content, I loft my happy way 
Of Keafon's faithful Pilot now bereft, 
Was amongit Rocks v^ Shelves in danger left, 
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There roult have perilhM, .as I fiuidly thoughV 
Left her kinfj Ufage |ny Salvation wrought 5 
Her happy Ajd 1 laboured to obtain, 
Hop'd for Succefs^ yet f ear'd her fad Difdain, . 
Tortuf'dlike dying Conyiaswhilft they live, 
'Twi^ct ftarof Death, and hopes of a Reprieve. 
Firft % her fmalleft Favours did 1 fue, 
^ Crept, Fawn'd and Cring'd, as Lovers u$M to do ? 
Sigh'd e'er I Iboke, arid when I fpoke looked Pale, 
In words confos'd difclos'd my mournful Tale f 
Unpradtfed and Amour's fine Speeches coin'd, 
But cpuld not utter what I well defign'd- 
W^rm'd by her Charms againft Balhfulnefs I ftrove. 
And trembling fat, and fJUmmer'd out my Love ^ 
Told her how greatly I adm.ir'dand fear'd. 
Which (he 'twixt Cpyn^fs and CpmpaffionhearM, 
' Grutch'd no Expehcp of Money, of of Time, 
And thought that not to adore her was a Crimea 
The more each Vifit'l acquainted grew, 
Yet every time found fomething in her new. 
Who was above her Sex to fortunate. 
She had a Charm for Man in every States 
Beauty for the Youthful Prudence fpr 'the Old, 
Scripture for the Godly, for the Mifer Gold i 
Wit for the Ingenious, filencefor the Grave, 
Flatt'ry for the fool, and Cunning for the Knave : 
Compounded thus 6f fuch Varieties, 
$he had at kpack to every Temper pleafe. J 

And as her fclf thought fit was every one of thefe. . 
1 lov'd, I figh'd and yovy'd, talfe:'d, whin*d, and pray'i 
And at her Feet my jpantiug' Heart 1 lay'd j 
She fmil'd, then frpwn'd, was now referv'd, thenfre 
And.a's Ihe play'd her parj;,'oft chang'd her Key j 
Not through Fantaftick Humour but Delign,. 
To try me throughly e'er fhe Ojould be mine, 
Becaufc ftte Wianted in one Man %o have, 
A Husband^ Lover, Cuckold, and a Slave. 
So Travcllefs, before a Horfe they buy^ 
ilis Speed, his Faces, and bis Temper try, Whi 
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^Whether h!ell anfwer Whip and Spur, thence Judge, 
If the poor Beaft will prove a jJatient Drudge : 
\Vheri flic by wifes had heightned my Delire, 
And fain'd Lot's fparkles to a raging Fire^ 
Made now for Wedlock^ or for Bedlam fit. 
Thus Paflion gain'^ the upper "hand of Wit, 
The Daraehypity, or by Intereft raov'd/ 
Or elfe by Luft, pretended now flie lov'd ; 
After long,fufterings, her Confent I got. 
To make me happy, as I hopM and thought^ 
But oh, the wretched hour 1 ty'd the Gordian KnoU 

Thus through miftake 1 rafhly plung'd my Life 
Int» that Gulph of Miferies a Wife. 
With joyful Arms I thus embrac'd my Fate, 
Believ'd too foon, was undeceiv'd too late ; 
So hair-iMTaiQ'd Fools to W*4» Climates rove. 
With a vain hop© their Fortunes to improve ; 
There fpend their (lender Cargoes, then become 
Worfe Slaves abroad than e'er they were at home, 
When a few \yeeks were wafted I compar'd. 
With all due moderation aud regard. 
My former freedom, with my new reftraint. 
Judging which State afforded moft content. 
But found a fingle Life as calm and gay. 
As the delightfol Month ot blooming May^ 
3>Jot cfiil'd with Cold, or fcorch'd with too much heat; 
Not plagu'd with flying Duft,nor dfown'd with wet,I 
But pleaCng to thefiyes, and to the Noftrils fweet. 

But Wedlock^'s like th^e bluftring Month^ of March^ 
That docs the Body*s Maims and Bruifes; fearcb. 
Brings by cold nipping Storms unwelcom Pains, 
And finds, or breeds Diftempers in our Veins y 
Renews old Sores, andhaltens on Decay, 
And fcldom does aflfords one plealant- Day. 
* But Clouds diflfolve, or raging Tempcit blowj 
And untile Houfes, like the wrangling Shrow j 
Thus March and Marriage juftly may be faid. 
To be alike, then fure the Man is Mad, badf, 

That loves fuch changling Weather vyhere the bell \% 



Thongh I ofice happy in a fingle Life, ^ 
Yet Shij^wraqk'd, all upon that Rock a Wife. * 
By Gold' and Beanies Powerful Charms betray'd. 
To the dull drudgery of a Marriage-Bed 5 ^ 
That Paradife for Fools, a Sport for Boys, 
Tirefbm its Chains, and brutal arci its Joys, 
Thou naufeous Prieftcraft that too fbon appeared, 
Notaslhop'd, butworfe than what I fear'd, 
AH her foft Gharjns which I believed divine, 
Marriage 1 thought had made them only mine ; 
Vain hope, alas for I too early found. 
My Brow^ vfrere with the Throne of WedlocJ^ grawny, 
Jealoufies, firft from Reafon rais'd a doubt. 
And Fatal Chan(;e t^' unhappy Truth brought out i 
Made it fo plain from all Pretences free^. 
That wicked Woman no Excufe could pl^ad i 
And if Ibe wants device to hide her Shame, 
Hell can no Utnbrage for Adult'ry frame. 

I thought ii prudence the Difgrace to hide, 
Tho' ray'd *ad Starm'd, flie Pardon bcg'd and Cry*d. 
Yet with falfe Prqteftations ftrovc to Charm : 
The Cuckold %o believe fee'd done no harm, 
Tho' takea by furprtee (O curfe the Day) 
Where all the Marks of paft Enjoyment lay. 
And (he diforder'd by her luftful freeks 
Bad Shame and Hprrour ftrugUng in her Cheeks : 
Yet, made Eflays to deer her Innqcence, 
And bide her guilt with Lyes and Impudence; 
IPqt luftful Women like a vicious St;ate, 
Oft ftifle lUs by others full as great, 
Put I convinc'd too plainly of her Guilt, * 
All her. falfe Oaths and quick inventions fpoilt, 
^Which when (he'd ufed in vain {he blulh'd and cry'd, 
And own'd her fault flie found Qje could not hide. 

This I forgave, (he promised to reclaim, 
Vow'd future truth if Td conceal the fbaroe i 
l^iit what Strange Adamantine Chain can bind, 

Woman corrupted to be juft or kind : 

• Or 
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Or how. can Madi to aa adiiltrels (hevtr 

That I^ve, whkh to a iaithftil . Wife is due, 

I ftrugled hardf and all tny Paffions chcckt^ 

And chang'd' Revengt into a mild Refped> 

That Good for lU return-d might touch hcsr near. 

And Gratitude' might bind her more than fear> 

My former^ Lof e I every day rene w 'd j . 

And all the Signals of OUrvion Ihew'd ;. 

Wink'd at fmall Faults, won -d no fiich Ti ifles mindy 

As accidental Failings not defigned. 

IalIthiiig3toher Temper eafie made, 

Scor n'd to refled^ and hated to upbraid y 

She chofe(afadrichit was) her own Attire, 

Kay, bad what a proud WOmaa could dc^ce. ! 

Thus the new Covenant I ftriaiy kept. 
And oft in private for her Failings wept^ 
Tet bore with. Teeming Choerfulaefi t^hofe Cares, 
That bring a Man too Ibon tp grilled Half s^ 

^But all this kiiidnefs I di4)ensM in vain, 
Where Lufi and bafe Ingratitude remain* 
I^nft, whichif once in Female fancy fix'd. 
Burns like Sj^ltPctrc, with dry Touchwood mix'd: 
And tho' cold f ^ar for time may ftop its force, 
'Twill fodn like Fire confin'd, break oiit the worfe. 
Or like a Tide obftruded, re-aflame its courfe* 

No Art cou^'d e'er prefume the lliincking Sr^rr^ 
Or change the lecherous Nature of the Goat. . 
No skilful Whitfter ever found the flight. 
To w afli or' bleach ah EthhfiM W hite. 
No gentle Ufagc truly will Afiwage, • 
A Tyger's fierCcnefs, or a Lyon's rage, . 
Stripes and feVei e.Correaion is the way. 
When once they're throly Cooouer'd, they'll obey^ 
'Tis Whip and Spur, Commanaing Reign and Bit,^ 
That makes the unruly head-firong Horfe fubmit. 
So ftubborn faithlefs Woman muft be us'd, 
Or Man by Woman bafely be abus'd- 

For after all the Endearments I fiiould ftow, 
At lalt (he turn-d both Libertine and Shrow, From 
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From my Siibraiffion grew pcrvcrfc and protid. 
Crabbed as Varges, and as Thunder loud \ 
Did what Ibe pleaiM, woold iio Obedience own, . 
And ridicui'd the Patience I had (hown. ' 
Fear'd no fliarp threatnings, valued no diigrace. 
But flung the wrongs fiie'd done me in my Face ; 
Grew ftill more bead-ftrong, turbulent and Lewd, . 
FilUng my Manfion with a fpurious brood. 
Thus Brutal Lull her humane Reafon drowned. 
And her loofe Tail obligM the Country round \ 
Advice, Reproof, Pray'rs^ Tears, were flung away, 
For ftill (he grew more wicked ev Vy day ; 
Till by her equals feorn'd, my Servants ted, 
The Brutal Rage of her adultrous bed* 
]b?ay, in my abfence trucled to my Groom, 
And hug'd the fervile Tray tor in my Rootn -, 
When tpefe Uraiige Tydings, Thunder ftruck my Ear, 
And-fuch Inhumane Wrongs were made appear. 
On thefe jufl: Grounds for a Divorce I fu'd. 
At laft that head-'ftrong Tyrant Wife fubdu'd , 
Cancel'd the marriage-iK)nds,and baftardiz'd her brood ^ 
WomAri^xhf>M worltof 9II ChurcbrplagueSy farewel ^ 
Bad at the beft, but at the worlt a Hell ^ . 
Thou trufs of wormwood, bitter Teaz of Life| 
Thou Nurfery ot humane cares a wife. 
Thou Apple^Eating Tray t'rils w ho began 
The Wra.th of Heav'n, and Miferiesof Man, 
And haft with never-failing diligence, 
Improved the Curfc to humane Race e'er fince. 
Farewel Church-juggle that enflav'd my life, 
^ut blefs that Power that rid me of my Wife. 
And now the Laws once more have fet mo free, 
if Wpman can again prevail with me, 
Itfy Flclhand Bones Imll make my Wedding-Fcall:, 
And none Iball be Invited as my Gueft, 
'i'' attend my Bride, but th' Btvll anda VtitA. 
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THE 

CHOICE, 

OR, THE 

Plcafures of a Country 'h IF E, is^c, 

• . • * ■ 

IF Heay'n the grateful Liberty woii'd give. 
That I might chiife my Method how to lire : 
And all thofe Hours propitious Fate fhott'd lend. 

In blisful Eafe and Satisfadion ipend. 

Near fome feir Town Td have a private Seat, 

Built Uniform, not little, nor too great : 

Better if on a riling Ground it ftood, 

Fields on this fide, ou that a Neighb'ring Wood. - 

It ihou'd within no other things contain. 

But what are Ufeful, Neceflary, Plain : 

Methinks 'tis Naufeous, and I'd ne'er endure 

The needful pomp of gaudy Furniture : 

A little Garden, grateful to the Eye, 

And a eool Rivulet run murmuring by : 

On whofe delicious Banks a ftately Raw, 

Of fhady Limes, or Sicamores, (hou'd grow. 

At th' end of which a filent Study placd, 

Shou'd with the Nobleft Authors there be grac'd. 

Horace and rir^y in whofe mighty Lines, 

Immortal Wit, and folid Learning ftines. 
ShsLvpjHvenal^ and am'rous Ov/^ too. 
Who all the. turns of Loves foft jjaffion knew : 
He, that with Judgment reads Sis Charming Lines, . 
In which ftrong Art, with ftronger Nature joins. 
Mult grant, his Fancy does the belt excel .• 
His thoughts fo tender, and exprelt fo well j 
With all thofe Moderns, Men of Jteady Senfe,' 
Eftccm'd for Learnings and for Eloquence: 
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In fbme of tliefe, as Fancy (boo'd advlfe, 

rd always take my Morning Excrdfe. 

F4r fure, no Minutes bring us moip Content^ 

Than chofe in pleafing ofeful Studies Spent. 
I'd have a clear and coaipetent Eikte, 

"that.! might live Geriteelyj bift not ..Greats 

As much as I coil'd moderately fpend, , . 

A little more (ometimes t' obliges Friend* 

Norflxou'dthe Sons of Poverty Repine 

Too much at Fortooe, they ihou'd tafte of^tne, 

And all that Objefts df true Pity were, 

Shou'd be relicv'd with what my Wants cou'd fparej 

For V^hat our Maker has too largplof f^^% 

Shou'd be returned in gratitude to Heav'n. 

A frugalPienty IhouM my Table fbread, ' 

With healthful, not luxurious Dimes fed : - 

Enough to fatisfy, andlfoniechiag ttore 

To feed the Stranger, -aod tji' Nejghb'rtng Pooi;* 

Strong Meat indulges Vice, ^aad> pampering Food 

Creates Difeafes, and inflames the Blood* 

But what's fuificient to make Nature Strong, 

And tbd bright Larmp of Life continue long, 

I'd freely take, andasldidpolibfs-' 
JThe bounteous Author of my Plenty blcfs. 
I'd have a little Cellar^ Cool and Neat, 

^ith Humming Ale, and Virgin Wine kepleat. 
Wine whets the Wit, improves its Native Force, 

And givesa pleafant Flavour to Diioourfe ; 

By making alt our Spirits Debosar, 

Throws oiFthe Lees, the Sedement of Care> 

But as the^greateft Bleffing Heaven lends 

Maybe debauch'd, and ferve ignoble Ends y . 

So, buttooofr, the Grapes relrefting Juice, 

Does many mifchievous EfFcfts. produce. 

My Houfe, ibou'd no fach rude Diforders know, 

As from high Drinking confequendy flow. 

Nor wou'd I ufe what was fo kindly giv'n. 

To the Dilhonour of Indulgent Heav*n. 

If any Neighbour came he mou'd be free, 

lis'd withRefped, and notuneafy be. 

In my Retreat, or to himfelf or ire* 

What Freedom, Prudence, and Right Reafon give. 

All Men may with impunity receive ; 

But the leaft fwer ving from their Rules too much, • 

For what's forbidden us, 'tis Death, to touch. 

That Life might be more comfortable yet, 

And all my Joys refia'd, fincere and great, Vd 
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Vd chufe too Friends^ ^irhofe Company wou'd be 
A great Advance to my Felicity. . 
Weil borOj of Humours fulted to my own ; 
IDifcreet, and Men as well as Books have known* 
Brave, Gen'rous, Wicty, and exaittyfrce 
From ioofe Behaviour or Formality, 
Airy, and Prudent^ Merry, but not Light, 
Quick in difcerning, and in Judging Right ; 
Secret they fliouM. be faithful to their TruftJ 
In Reafoniog Cool, Strong, Temperate and juft. 
Obliging, Opea» without Huffing, Brave; 
Brifk in gay talking, and in fober Grave. • 
Clofe in difpute, buc not tenacious, try'd 
By folid Realbn, and lee that decide ^ 

Not prone to Luft, Revenge, or envious -Hate ^ . 
"Nor bufy Medlers with Intrigues of State, 

Strangers to Slander, and fworn Foes to fpight. 

Not Quarrelfom, but Stout enough to Fight : 

Loyal and Pious, Friends toGe/>r true 

As dying Martyrs to their Maker too. 

In their Society I cou'd not mifs, 

A permanent, lincere,. fubftantial Blifs, 
Wou'd bounteous Heaven once more indulge, I'd thufe;' 

(For, who wou'd fo much fatisfaftion lofe. 

As witty Nymphs in Converfation give^ 

Near fome obliging modeft-feir to live ; 

For there's that fweetnefs in a female Min4# 

which in a Man's we cannot find ; 

That by a fecret, but a pow'iful Art, 

Wind up the Spring of Life, and do's impart 

Frelh Vital Heat to the tranfported Heart. 

I'd have her Reafon, and her Paffions fway, 

Eafy in Company, in private Gay. 

Coy to a Fop, to the defcrving free. 

Still Conftant to her felf and Juft to tne. 

A foul Ihe QiQu'd have for great Adionsfit, 

Prudence, and Wifflom to direft her Wit, • 

Courage to look bold danger in the Face, 

No Fear, but only to be Proud, orBafe: 

Quick to advife by an Emergence preft. 

To give good Counfel, or to take the beft. 

rd have th' Expreflion of her Thoughts be fuch, 

She might not feem Refcrv'd, nor talk too much ; : 

That (hows a want of Judgment, and of Sente ^ 

More than enough is but Impertinence, 

Her Conduft Regular, her Mirth refin'd, < 

Civil to Strangers^ to her Neighbours kind, Averfe 



Avierfc to Vanity, Revenge and Pride, 
In all tbe Methods of Deceit untry'd : 
So faithful to her Friend, and good to all^ 
' No Cenfure might upon her A Sions fall. 
Then wou'd even Enyy be compclf d to fay, 
She goes the leafl of Woman kind aft ray. 

To this fair Creature Td fonietimes retire, 
Her corivcrfation wou*d ncvr^ Joys infpire. 
Give Life and Edge fo Men nb furly Care ^ 

WoB'd venture to aflkolt my Soulj or dare t 

Near my Retreat to hide one fecrec Snare. -> 

But fo Divine, fo Noble a Repaft, 
rdfekiom, and with Moderation tafte. 
Vot higheft Cordials all their V Jrtue lofe, 
By a too frequent, and too bold an ufe ; 
And what would cheer the Spirits in diftrefs ; 
Ruins our Health when taken to Exceff. 

rd be concerned in no litigious Jarr^ 
Belov'd by all, not vainly popular : 
Whatever Affiftance I had power to bring 
T' oblige my Country, or to ferve my King, 
Whene'er they caffd, I'd readily afford. 
My Tongue, My Pen^ my Cwinfel, or my Sword.- 
Law^fuitsTdihun with as much Studious Care ^' 
As I wou'd Deris where hungry Lyons are ; 
And rather put up fojuries than be 
A Plague to him, who'd be a plague to me. 
I value Quiet at a Pdce too great, 
To give for my Revenge fo dear a Rate : 
For what do we by^all our buftle gain, 
But counterfeit Delight for real Pain. 

If Heav*n a date of many Years wou*d giv« j? 
Thus Fd in Plcafure, Eafe and Plenty live. 
And as I nearapproach'd the Vergeof Lifej 
Some kind Relation (for I'd have no Wife.) 
Should take upon him all my Worldly Care, . \ 
While I did for a better State prepare. 
Then I'd not be with any Trouble vext. 
Nor have the Evening of my Days perplcxt. 
But by a iilent, and a peaceful Death, • 
Without a figh Refign my Aged Breath : 
And when committed<o the Duft, I'd have 
Few Tears, but f^riddlydropM into my Grave, . 
Thef. wouM niy Exit fo propitious be, 
A 11 Men wou'd wiflj to live and dye like me* . 
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